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1
PROCESSING FILES FROM A MOBILE
DEVICE

This application is a continuation of and claims the benefit
of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/097,719 that was filed
on Mar. 31, 2005, and that claims the benefit of U.S. Provi-
sional Patent Application Ser. No. 60/641,562 that was filed
on Jan. 5, 2005, each being incorporated herein by reference
in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The following description relates generally to mobile com-
puting devices. More particularly, the following description
relates to processing files from a mobile computing device.

BACKGROUND

Mobile electronic devices provide many conveniences to
users and, therefore, have become increasingly popular.
However, such mobile devices contain memory that is limited
as a practical matter. This limitation prevents mobile device
users from accessing the bulk of their digital files. For
example, the convenience and low cost of modern digital
photography technology (digital cameras and/or camera
phones) has led to a large portion of the public storing hun-
dreds and thousands of digital image files on their personal
computers. But it is cumbersome to retrieve photos and to
share them with others, and impossible if the user is not using
the computer directly. There are other types of files as well—
such as electronic presentation files—that would be conve-
nient to access from mobile devices.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The foregoing aspects and many of the attendant advan-
tages of this invention will become more readily appreciated
as the same become better understood by reference to the
following detailed description, when taken in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a general depiction of an exemplary network
system.

FIG. 2 is a diagram depicting an exemplary system archi-
tecture for mobile photo browsing, annotating and sharing.

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram that depicts an exemplary meth-
odological implementation of processing electronic files
from a mobile device.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram depicting an exemplary general
purpose computing device that may be used in conjunction
with one or more described techniques and/or systems.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Overview

The presently described subject matter provides a way for
mobile electronic device users to access and manipulate elec-
tronic files stored on a computer from their mobile device.
Such files may include any digital image files, video files,
electronic presentation files, database files, etc. that a user
may wish to have access to but are too large to be practically
available in mobile device memory.

In at least one implementation described herein, a collec-
tion of electronic files can be browsed from a remote location
using a mobile device, such as a mobile telephone. The files
may also be shared with one or more other computers. For
example, a user can interactively browse theft entire digital
photo collection remotely and to share one or more of these
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photos with another person’s computing device, mobile or
otherwise. This allows, for instance, a user to access his
digital photos from a mobile telephone and display one or
more of the photos on a display device at the user’s (or at
another) location.

In addition, it is currently somewhat cumbersome to asso-
ciate a voice or text annotation with a particular photo. In one
or more implementations described herein, a user can quickly
and easily record a voice or text annotation for a digital image
file from a remote location. The annotation is preserved with
the image and is transported along with the image in the event
that the image is shared with others or displayed on another
display device.

Various systems, methods, computer-readable media,
techniques, etc., are described that provide several features,
including but not necessarily limited to the following fea-
tures:

1. Capability to browse a remote collection of photos (or
other types of electronic files) interactively, by keyword, date/
date range, and by representative thumbnails, on a mobile
device such as a telephone;

2. Capability to record and play back voice annotations for
items in the remote collection on the phone;

3. Capability to add text annotations to items in the remote
collection;

4. Capability to share items in the remote collection with
one or more other computing devices;

5. Capability to send items in the remote collection to a
different remote display device, either located nearby or at a
great distance, in real time;

6. Capability to play back voice annotations for items in the
remote collection on different remote display device (other
than the mobile phone which is directing the playback);

7. Capability at the computing device that stores the remote
collection to intelligently scale the size of the file (i.e. photo)
and/or video bit rate and frame rate, or to transcode, or change
the video encoding method, for the receiving device to reduce
network bandwidth requirements and take full advantage of
the capabilities of the mobile device;

8. Capability to use keyword annotations applied to one
photo to perform searches for related items in the collection;
and

9. Capability to automatically send new pictures or other
files created on a mobile device, such as a camera phone, to
the base computing device to be included as part of the main
collection (“upload capability”).

Exemplary Network System

FIG. 1 is a general depiction of an exemplary network
system 100. The networks system 100 includes a base com-
puting device 102 and a digital camera 104 connected to the
base computing device 102. The base computing device 102
is a computing device, such as a personal computer, that
includes a mass storage device, such as a hard disk drive (not
shown), that is capable of storing a large amount of electronic
files.

The base computing device 102 communicates via a net-
work such as the Internet 106 or an intranet to remote systems,
such as one or more other PCs 108 and one or more remote
displays 110. The base computing device 102 may also com-
municate with a mobile phone radio tower 112 of a mobile
phone system via the Internet 106. In turn, the base computing
device 102 communicates with any mobile phone 114 that is
configured to communicate with the mobile phone radio
tower 112.
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Exemplary System Architecture & Methodological Imple-
mentation

FIG. 2 is a diagram of an exemplary system architecture
200 in accordance with the present disclosure. The exemplary
system architecture 200 includes a smart phone 202 that
communicates with a mobile data operator 204 via a mobile
network 206. The mobile data operator 204 connects with a
network (Internet 208).

A home PC 210 includes an operating system 211 and is
configured to communicate with the smart phone 202 via the
Internet 208. Although identified as a home PC, the home PC
210 is any computing device that can store a large number of
electronic files, such as digital image files, on a mass storage
device. One or more peripheral devices, such as a digital
camera 212 in the present example, may be connected to the
home PC 210. The home PC 210 is also in communication
with one or more remote devices via the Internet 208. In the
present example, the home PC 210 communicates with a
remote display 212 and one or more other computing devices
214.

An application 220 runs within an application framework
222 on the home PC 210 and is configured to locate digital
photo files 224 stored on the home PC 210. Although one or
more examples used herein refer to digital photo files or
digital image files, noted that the techniques described herein
may be used with any other type of electronic file. For
example, electronic slide presentation files may be stored on
the home PC 210 and manipulated from a mobile device
and/or displayed on a remote display.

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram that depicts an exemplary meth-
odological implementation of processing electronic files
from a mobile device. In the following discussion, FIG. 2 and
FIG. 3 will be concurrently described to discuss exemplary
elements/configurations shown in FIG. 2 and exemplary pro-
cess steps shown in FIG. 3.

At block 302, the application 220 locates the digital photo
files 224 stored on the home PC 210. The application 220
creates a database 225 and index 227 of the photos with any
associated text/keyword annotations and/or voice annota-
tions (block 304). At block 306, the application 220 listens on
the network (Internet 208) for incoming connections over the
Internet 208 from the smart phone 202, or other display
devices running an appropriate application.

When a device (phone or other PC or display device) con-
nects (“Yes” branch, block 308), the device is authenticated
using a password or other method at block 310. As long as no
connection is detected (“No” branch, block 308), the appli-
cation 220 continues to monitor the network connection for
incoming connections.

The device (i.e. the smart phone 202) submits one or more
commands to the home PC 210 to perform functions such as
sending a list of keywords to the device, sending a particular
photo to the device, store a voice recording from the device
about a particular photo, etc. (block 312). At block 314, the
home PC 210 executes the commands received at block 312
and transmits data and/or files to the device (or some other
device) as required by the received commands.

If more commands are detected (“Yes™ branch, block 316),
then the process reverts to block 312 where the commands are
received and processed. The process terminates if there are no
other commands to receive and process (“No” branch, block
316).

The smart phone 202 includes a photo application 230
within an application framework 232. The smart phone 202
also includes a mobile operating system 234, a radio stack
236 and miscellaneous phone radio hardware 238. The photo
application 230 is configured to run on the smart phone 208
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which connects (e.g. through a cellular data network (e.g.
GPRY)) to the Internet 208, and via the Internet 208 to the
home PC 210. The application 230 sends a password to
authenticate a smart phone user. Through a user interface (not
shown) on the phone, the user can browse through the photo
collection 224 stored on the home PC 210.

Said browsing can be performed by keyword, by viewing a
list of keywords and typing out parts of the keywords on the
phone’s keypad, or by representative thumbnails—where the
home PC 210 sends the smart phone 202 a thumbnail corre-
sponding to each keyword known to the application 230. The
user then uses the phones keypad to select a thumbnail and the
home PC application 220 is configured to then perform a
search for items matching that keyword, and send the match-
ing items to the smart phone 202.

Through the smart phone/application user interface (not
shown), the user can step through the photos in the search
result set and/or can examine metadata (keyword annotations,
camera-created data such as date taken, image parameters,
etc.). The user can retrieve voice annotations recorded for a
photo and/or add new keywords by entering them using the
phone’s keypad. The user can record new voice annotations
using the smart phone 202 and the new voice annotations are
transmitted back through the data network (i.e. Internet 208)
to the home PC 210 and stored for future retrieval.

Additional computing devices (e.g. computing devices
214) and display devices (e.g. remote display 212) can con-
nect via the Internet 208 to the same photo server application
220 on the home PC 210, and can perform some of the
retrieval and browsing operations. When a display device 212
is connected to the home PC 210 in such a way, the user can
use the smart phone 202 to send (push) a photo directly to the
display device 212. In this way, a “slide show” depicting the
electronic files can be operated from the smart phone 202,
where the viewing takes place on the remote display 212.
Since the display device 212 and home PC 210 are connected
by the Internet 208, there is no requirement that the home PC
210, the smart phone 202 and/or the display device 212 be in
proximity of each other. In fact, it is expected that a common
usage scenario will be for a user to direct the slide show where
the display device 212 is in another location entirely, perhaps
at the remote end of a long-distance phone call in which the
user of the smart phone 202 is participating.

The photo server application 220 on the home PC 210 uses
information about a display (either a smart phone 202 display
(not shown)) or other display device 212, 214 to appropriately
scale the size and quality of the photo to make best use of the
network used for transmission. For example, if the smart
phone 202 has a display size of 176x220, the application 220
scales down each photo to that size and uses an image com-
pression mechanism with an image quality parameter to
reduce the size in bytes of the transmitted image data to only
a few kilobytes which can be transmitted in just a few seconds
via the GPRS network. For a larger display device such as a
laptop computer, the image is pre-scaled to the size of the
laptop’s display panel, and compressed to take advantage of
the faster broadband internet connection.

Several functions are provided from the smart phone 202.
The functions include, but are not limited to:

(1) Performing keyword searches on the photo database;

(2) Looking at the photos in a search result list;

(3) Retrieving and viewing the keywords and metadata for
photos;

(4) Easily run related queries for keywords attached to a
photo;

(5) Retrieving voice annotations stored with a photo;



US 9,106,759 B2

5

(6) Recording new voice annotations for a photo and send-
ing them to the remote database;

(7) Zooming into a portion of a photo (the zooming is done
at the server and only the zoomed portion is sent over the
network, again using the intelligent scaling and compression
to reduce transmission time and bandwidth used);.

(8) Viewing an index of thumbnails of either the current
query result set, or of thumbnails representing the keywords
which can be searched;

(9) Emailing a photo to a contact stored in the phone, or an
email address entered using the phone keypad—the phone
instructs the home PC 210 to actually send the email with the
full or partial image which is a better use of bandwidth than
transmitting the larger photo over the GPRS network —the
email can optionally include a voice annotation and a text
message entered on the phone;

(10) Submitting the photo for printing by a digital printing
service and mailing the finished print to the user or to the
address stored in a contact on the phone; and

(11) Performing date-based queries to locate items in the
collection.

Exemplary Operating Environment

FIG. 4 is a block diagram depicting a general purpose
computing environment 400 that may be used in one or more
implementations according to the present description. The
computing system environment 400 is only one example of a
suitable computing environment and is not intended to sug-
gest any limitation as to the scope of use or functionality of the
claimed subject matter. Neither should the computing envi-
ronment 400 be interpreted as having any dependency or
requirement relating to any one or combination of compo-
nents illustrated in the exemplary operating environment 400.

The described techniques and objects are operational with
numerous other general purpose or special purpose comput-
ing system environments or configurations. Examples of well
known computing systems, environments, and/or configura-
tions that may be suitable for use include, but are not limited
to, personal computers, server computers, hand-held or lap-
top devices, multiprocessor systems, microprocessor-based
systems, set top boxes, programmable consumer electronics,
network PCs, minicomputers, mainframe computers, distrib-
uted computing environments that include any of the above
systems or devices, and the like.

The following description may be couched in the general
context of computer-executable instructions, such as program
modules, being executed by a computer. Generally, program
modifies include routines, programs, objects, components,
data structures, etc. that perform particular tasks or imple-
ment particular abstract data types. The described implemen-
tations may also be practiced in distributed computing envi-
ronments where tasks are performed by remote processing
devices that are linked through a communications network. In
a distributed computing environment, program modules may
be located in both local and remote computer storage media
including memory storage devices.

With reference to FIG. 4, an exemplary system for imple-
menting the invention includes a general purpose computing
device in the form of a computer 410. Components of com-
puter 410 may include, but are not limited to, a processing
unit 420, a system memory 430, and a system bus 421 that
couples various system components including the system
memory to the processing unit 420. The system bus 421 may
be any of several types of bus structures including a memory
bus or memory controller, a peripheral bus, and a local bus
using any of a variety of bus architectures. By way of
example, and not limitation, such architectures include Indus-
try Standard Architecture (ISA) bus, Micro Channel Archi-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

6

tecture (MCA) bus, Enhanced ISA (EISA) bus, Video Elec-
tronics Standards Association (VESA) local bus, and
Peripheral Component Interconnect (PCI) bus also known as
Mezzanine bus.

Computer 410 typically includes a variety of computer
readable media. Computer readable media can be any avail-
able media that can be accessed by computer 410 and includes
both volatile and nonvolatile media, removable and non-re-
movable media. By way of example, and not limitation, com-
puter readable media may comprise computer storage media
and communication media. Computer storage media includes
volatile and nonvolatile, removable and non-removable
media implemented in any method or technology for storage
of information such as computer readable instructions, data
structures, program modifies or other data. Computer storage
media includes, but is not limited to, RAM, ROM, EEPROM,
flash memory or other memory technology, CD-ROM, digital
versatile disks (DVD) or other optical disk storage, magnetic
cassettes, magnetic tape, magnetic disk storage or other mag-
netic storage devices, or any other medium which can be used
to store the desired information and which can be accessed by
computer 410. Communication media typically embodies
computer readable instructions, data structures, program
modules or other data in a modulated data signal such as a
carrier wave or other transport mechanism and includes any
information delivery media. The term “modulated data sig-
nal” means a signal that has one or more of its characteristics
set or changed in such a manner as to encode information in
the signal. By way of example, and not limitation, communi-
cation media includes wired media such as a wired network or
direct-wired connection, and wireless media such as acoustic,
RF, infrared and other wireless media. Combinations of the
any of the above should also be included within the scope of
computer readable media.

The system memory 430 includes computer storage media
in the form of volatile and/or nonvolatile memory such as read
only memory (ROM) 431 and random access memory
(RAM) 432. A basic input/output system 433 (BIOS), con-
taining the basic routines that help to transfer information
between elements within computer 410, such as during start-
up, is typically stored in ROM 431. RAM 432 typically con-
tains data and/or program modules that are immediately
accessible to and/or presently being operated on by process-
ing unit 420. By way of example, and not limitation, FIG. 4
illustrates operating system 434, application programs 435,
other program modules 436, and program data 437.

The computer 410 may also include other removable/non-
removable, volatile/nonvolatile computer storage media. By
way of example only, FIG. 4 illustrates a hard disk drive 441
that reads from or writes to non-removable, nonvolatile mag-
netic media, a magnetic disk drive 451 that reads from or
writes to a removable, nonvolatile magnetic disk 452, and an
optical disk drive 455 that reads from or writes to a remov-
able, nonvolatile optical disk 456 such as a CD ROM or other
optical media. Other removable/non-removable, volatile/
nonvolatile computer storage media that can be used in the
exemplary operating environment include, but are not limited
to, magnetic tape cassettes, flash memory cards, digital ver-
satile disks, digital video tape, solid state RAM, solid state
ROM, and the like. The hard disk drive 441 is typically
connected to the system bus 421 through a non-removable
memory interface such as interface 440, and magnetic disk
drive 451 and optical disk drive 455 are typically connected to
the system bus 421 by a removable memory interface, such as
interface 450.

The drives and their associated computer storage media
discussed above and illustrated in FIG. 4, provide storage of
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computer readable instructions, data structures, program
modules and other data for the computer 410. In FIG. 4, for
example, hard disk drive 441 is illustrated as storing operating
system 444, application programs 445, other program mod-
ules 446, and program data 447. Note that these components
can either be the same as or different from operating system
434, application programs 435, other program modules 436,
and program data 437. Operating system 444, application
programs 445, other program modules 446, and program data
447 are given different numbers here to illustrate that, at a
minimum, they are different copies. A user may enter com-
mands and information into the computer 410 through input
devices such as a keyboard 462 and pointing device 461,
commonly referred to as a mouse, trackball or touch pad.
Other input devices (not shown) may include a microphone,
joystick, game pad, satellite dish, scanner, or the like. These
and other input devices are often connected to the processing
unit 420 through a user input interface 460 that is coupled to
the system bus 421, but may be connected by other interface
and bus structures, such as a parallel port, game port or a
universal serial bus (USB). A monitor 491 or other type of
display device is also connected to the system bus 421 via an
interface, such as a video interface 490. In addition to the
monitor, computers may also include other peripheral output
devices such as speakers 497 and printer 496, which may be
connected through an output peripheral interface 495. Of
particular significance to the present invention, a camera 463
(such as a digital/electronic still or video camera, or film/
photographic scanner) capable of capturing a sequence of
images 464 can also be included as an input device to the
personal computer 410. Further, while just one camera is
depicted, multiple cameras could be included as an input
device to the personal computer 410. The images 464 from
the one or more cameras are input into the computer 410 via
an appropriate camera interface 465. This interface 465 is
connected to the system bus 421, thereby allowing the images
to be routed to and stored in the RAM 432, or one of the other
data storage devices associated with the computer 410. How-
ever, it is noted that image data can be input into the computer
410 from any of the aforementioned computer-readable
media as well, without requiring the use of the camera 463.

The computer 410 may operate in a networked environ-
ment using logical connections to one or more remote com-
puters, such as a remote computer 480. The remote computer
480 may be a personal computer, a server, a router, a network
PC, a peer device or other common network node, and typi-
cally includes many or all of the elements described above
relative to the computer 410, although only a memory storage
device 481 has been illustrated in FIG. 4. The logical connec-
tions depicted in FIG. 4 include a local area network (LAN)
471 and a wide area network (WAN) 473, but may also
include other networks. Such networking environments are
commonplace in offices, enterprise-wide computer networks,
intranets and the Internet.

When used in a LAN networking environment, the com-
puter 410 is connected to the LAN 471 through a network
interface or adapter 470. When used in a WAN networking
environment, the computer 410 typically includes a modem
472 or other means for establishing communications over the
WAN 473, such as the Internet. The modem 472, which may
be internal or external, may be connected to the system bus
421 via the user input interface 460, or other appropriate
mechanism. In a networked environment, program modules
depicted relative to the computer 410, or portions thereof,
may be stored in the remote memory storage device. By way
of example, and not limitation, FIG. 4 illustrates remote
application programs 485 as residing on memory device 481.
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It will be appreciated that the network connections shown are
exemplary and other means of establishing a communications
link between the computers may be used.

Conclusion

While one or more exemplary implementations have been
illustrated and described, it will be appreciated that various
changes can be made therein without departing from the spirit
and scope of the claims appended hereto.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method comprising:

browsing a collection of files stored on a second computing

device via a first computing device based on thumbnail
images that represent corresponding files of the collec-
tion of files and that were received by the first computing
device from the second computing device and were
scaled, prior to being received, in size and quality by the
second computing device in accordance with a display
of the first computing device;

selecting a file from the browsed collection of files;

remotely controlling, in real-time by the first computing

device, a presentation of the selected file by a second
computing device, wherein the remotely controlled pre-
sentation of the selected file by the second computing
device is displayed by a remote third device with a
display that is not proximate the presenting second com-
puting device and that is also not proximate the first
computing device.

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the selected file com-
prises a slide show.

3. The method of claim 2 further comprising:

recording a voice annotation about the slide show; and

storing the recorded voice annotation in a database.

4. The method of claim 3 further comprising performing a
keyword search against the database.

5. The method of claim 1 wherein the first computing
device is a mobile phone.

6. The method of claim 1 further comprising authenticating
the first computing device.

7. The method of claim 1 wherein the browsing is further
based on a keyword search or a query.

8. At least one computer storage device that is not a signal
or carrier wave per se, and that comprises computer-execut-
able instructions that, when executed by a first computing
device, cause the first computing device to perform actions
comprising:

browsing a collection of files stored on a second computing

device via the first computing device based on thumbnail
images that represent corresponding files of the collec-
tion of files and that were received by the first computing
device from the second computing device and were
scaled, prior to being received, in size and quality by the
second computing device in accordance with a display
of the first computing device;

selecting a file from the browsed collection of files;

remotely controlling, in real-time by the first computing

device, a presentation of the selected file by a second
computing device, wherein the remotely controlled pre-
sentation of the selected file is displayed by a remote
third device with a display that is not proximate the
second computing device and that is also not proximate
the first computing device.

9. The at least one computer storage device of claim 8
wherein the selected file comprises a slide show.

10. The at least one computer storage device of claim 9, the
actions further comprising:

recording a voice annotation about the slide show; and

storing the recorded voice annotation in a database.



US 9,106,759 B2

9

11. The at least one computer storage device of claim 10,
the actions further comprising performing a keyword search
against the database.

12. The at least one computer storage device of claim 8
wherein the first computing device is a mobile phone.

13. The at least one computer storage device of claim 8, the
actions further comprising authenticating the first computing
device.

14. The at least one computer storage device of claim 8
wherein the browsing is further based on a keyword search or
a query.

15. A system comprising:

a first computing device;

at least one processor;

memory; and

at least one program module, wherein the system is con-

figured to:

browse a collection of files stored on a second comput-
ing device via a first computing device based on
thumbnail images that represent corresponding files
of'the collection of files and that were received by the
first computing device from the second computing
device and were scaled, prior to being received, in size
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and quality by the second computing device in accor-
dance with a display of the first computing device;
select a file from the browsed collection of files;
remotely control, in real-time by the first computing
device, a presentation of the selected file by a second
computing device, wherein the remotely controlled
presentation of the selected file is displayed by a
remote third device with a display that is not proxi-
mate the second computing device and that is also not
proximate the first computing device.
16. The system of claim 15 wherein the selected file com-
prises a slide show.
17. The system of claim 16 further configured to:
record a voice annotation about the slide show; and
store the recorded voice annotation in a database.
18. The system of claim 15 wherein the first computing
device is a mobile phone.
19. The system of claim 15 further configured to authenti-
cate the first computing device.
20. The system of claim 15 wherein the browsing is further
based on a keyword search or a query.
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